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Steam Plants Come to the Rescue 


Past Dry Shows Necessity for Ample Steam Standby if Constant Power 
Is to be Provided. 


IN a medal on the steam plant. It 
Р saved the day for the power indus- 

try during the season of 1923-1924, 
the driest year of power company record 
іп California. The power companies 
emerged with flying colors from this period 
of serious water shortage. And for this 
successful meeting of a difficult situation 
they owe their thanks to the steam plant. 
Running night and day for months, the 
steam plant carried the burden. It kept 
the lights burning and the motors hum- 


ming when the giant turbines of the 
hydro plants could not turn. 

Fifty years of record-keeping show that 
last season was the driest of all. There 
had been seven successive dry years before 
that, but none to compare with the 
drought which confronted the power com- 
panies in the spring and summer of 1924. 
Snow and rain did not arrive early in the 
winter on the watersheds of the higher 
mountains. Some snow did come late in 
the winter, but too late to pack solidly. It 


THESE ARE SOME OF THE MEN, МПО, BY THEIR TEAM WORK KEPT THE STEAM PLANTS IN 
CONSTANT OPERATION DURING THE WATER SHORTAGE, 


Tov row, left to right.—T. G. Hart, Assistant Engineer, Bakersfield; R. А, Wallingford, Efficiency man; 
Walter Johnson, Brick Mason; Wm. Н. Elliott. Engineer, Bakersfield; Pete Caulfield. Handy-man; б. Z. Ogden, 


Chief Engineer, Midway; R. L. Lewis, Chief Engineer, Bakersfield; M. 


L. Crum, Chief Operator, Bakersfield; 


Sam Potts, Master Mechanic, Bakersfield; A. Y. Meudell, Superintendent Bakersfield and Midway; Jos. Faure, 
Handy-man; W. C. Heinbach, Assistant Chief Engineer, Midway. 
Bottom, left to right.—G, B. Clark, Office Clerk; Enrico Grassotti, Handy-man; Н. Т, Shirley, Handy-man: 


Н. R. Gilstrap, Fireman, Midway; F. L. 
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Hauser, Machinist and) Yard Foreman; R. S. Daniels, Handy-inan; 
Chas, Tietz, Gardner; Т. 1. Adams, Fireman, Bakersfield; W. 


S. Crum, Assistant Chief Engineer, Bakersfield. 
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CRANE VALLEY DAM AND RESERVOIR WITH FULL CAPACITY AS IT APPEARS DURING NORMAL YEARS 
Note water level almost covering gate tower. 


ran off rapidly with the first rays of the 
spring sunshine. No reserve supply was 
left to melt slowly, as in past years. The 
shortage of rain had reduced the ground 
water level. Moisture was missing every- 
where in the state. Many springs on cattle 
ranges went dry before the summer was 
over. 


HYDRO PLANTS STOOD HELPLESS 


With the great storage reservoirs all 
but empty, all the equipment of the great 
hydro plants, usually the chief source of 
electricity supply, was of little avail. The 
crisis, long anticipated and carefully pre- 
pared for, was here. The steam plants 
were tuned up for a long and steady grind, 
and throughout the entire season they 
carried the load. Such hydro power as 
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was available was utilized only in peak 
periods, with as much being Кере соп- 
stantly in reserve as possible to guarantee 
protection against the hazard of break- 
down. 


THREE STEAM PLANTS 


The San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation has three steam plants. One 
of these is at Bakersfield, with an installed 
capacity of 35,400 horsepower; another, 
the Midway plant, at Buttonwillow, 
adjacent to the Elk Hills oil fields, with 
a capacity of 33,000 horsepower; and the 
third, a small plant of 3,300 horsepower 
at Betteravia in the Midland Counties 
Public Service Corporation’s territory, 
nine miles west of Santa Maria in Santa 
Barbara County. 
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Above.—Crane Valley Reservoir at the highest level 
reached during 1924, about 15,000 acre feet. 


Right.—Gate tower at lowest water period showing 
reservoir practically empty. 


With these plants running constantly 
at their full capacity, with additional 
power purchased as available from indus- 
trial plants, and with such hydro power as 
could be obtained from апу possible 
source, our company not only satisfied the 
demands of its own 66,000 consumers 
without any enforced curtailment, but 
supplied the Southern California Edison 
Company with approximately 63,000,000 
kilowatt hours of energy. This power 
was delivered during the hours of the day 
when it was most vitally needed and helped 
to relieve the shortage in the Edison Com- 
pany’s San Joaquin Valley territory. 

In reviewing the 1924 power story and 
the part played by the steam plants, it is 
interesting to note the system used by the 
San Joaquin Light and Power Corpora- 
tion to keep an accurate check on snow 
and water conditions in the Sierras, where 
eleven hydroelectric plants аге located. 
During the fall months of each year, 
estimates are prepared by company engi- 
neers to show the amount of water and 
steam power that will be required for the 
following year. ‘These estimates are based 
on the average supply of water available, 
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and the average increase in demands for 
power. A check is also made to ascertain 
if there is sufficient reserve power avail- 
able at the steam plants to carry the 
estimated load during a possible dry year. 
This estimate is determined by a study of 
the water data. These records have been 
kept for fourteen years at the Crane 
Valley reservoir, and for a much longer 
time on the Kern, Kings and San Joaquin 
Rivers. 

In the fall of 1923, a study of this 
nature was completed. The figures 
indicated the San Joaquin Company would 
have a very large margin of safety even if 
the streams should be as low as in the 
driest years of record. By the end of 
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ESTIMATED NORMAL OUTPUT FOR FIRST 10 MONTHS, 1924 


408 000000 KW HOURS 
WATER POWER 86% 


351,000,000 KWH 


57,000,000 KWH 


ACTUAL OUTPUT DURING FIRST 10 MONTHS, 1924 
496 000000 KW HOURS 


WATER 
POWER 


164,000,000 KWH 


March, however, it was evident that 
conditions would be more serious than 
during any year known thus far. Snow 
measurements were disappointing, but still 
it was not altogether apparent just how 
serious conditions would be, because there 
was nothing similar with which to make a 
comparison. Up to April 1, considerable 
steam power was used, but to this date the 
situation had not become desperate. Rains 
in the latter part of March and the first 
of April gave temporary relief, and 
removed danger of immediate shortage. 
But these rains were not sufficient to give 
a satisfactory water supply to last through 
the summer and fall months. 


STEAM PLANTS TO THE RESCUE 


After June 1, all streams began to drop 
at an alarming rate. Within a few days 
the water level was down to a low mark 
which in past years had not been reached 
earlier than the first part of July, and 
usually not before the latter part of July. 
Water storage in the Crane Valley 
reservoir had amounted to only 15,250 
acre feet. Іп fairly good seasons the 
storage is from 45,000 to 50,000 acre feet. 

During the summer months, another 
important factor which made the power 
shortage more serious was the great 
increase in power load from additional 
demand for irrigation. The average rate 
of increase during the past had been 14.4 
per cent. During the first ten months of 
1924, the increase for the system load was 
2715 per cent or more than double the 
growth for the previous year. The engi- 
neers were appalled at the outlook. It 
meant that they must pin their faith on 
steam. 
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294,000,000 KWH 


37,000,000 KWH 


Some of the continuous runs made by 
the steam plants last summer were little 
short of marvelous. In the past, it had not 
been supposed that steam plant units could 
be run under full load months at a time 
without shutting down some periods for 
repairs. Unit No. 1 at the Midway 
steam plant ran continuously at almost full 
load from July 6 to October 25. Unit 
No. 2 ran from May 13 to July 15, when 
it was shut down for forty-five minutes 
on account of transmission line troubles. 


After this short interruption it ran until 
October 2. 


ALMOST CONTINUOUS PERFORMANCE 


At the Bakersfield steam plant, Unit 
No. 1 was operated continuously from 
June 27 to October 5; unit No. 2 from 
July 16 to September 22; and unit No. 3 
from July 19 to September 21. In five 
months, both units at the Midway steam 
plant, at Buttonwillow, were generating 
power 98.9 per cent of the time. The 
total steam output was 294,000,000 kilo- 
watt hours. 

The Betteravia steam plant, at Better- 
avia, Santa Barbara County, had been 
partially dismantled and was not expected 
to be put back into operation. But it was 
reconditioned early in 1924 and placed in 
service February 14. It was operated 
almost continuously until April 9, when 
rains relieved temporarily the situation. 
On June 26, the water shortage had 
become more serious and the plant was 
again started. It ran until November 14, 
when it was shut down after rains had 
replenished a portion of the supply in the 
reservoirs. The Betteravia plant operated 
under difficulties, and its record for the 
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year is probably as creditable as that of 
the large steam plants. Its output, while 
small in comparison, was extremely helpful. 

Company engineers point out that these 
continuous runs were made at practically 
full load by the steam plants. This was 
` not the result of good luck, or that the 
plants were so sturdily constructed that 
little trouble was to be expected, the 
engineers say. The successful long runs 
were attributed to the watchfulness of the 
crews during the long run when steam- 
generated power was needed the most. 
And during those continuous runs last 
summer, at every opportunity minor repairs 
were made. Great credit ‘is given the 
operating and repair crews of all steam 
plants. 


ENORMOUS GAS CONSUMPTION 


Another interesting feature іп соппес- 
tion with the continuous operation of the 
steam plants was the continuous supply of 
natural gas fuel available in Kern County. 
The flow from the wells in the district is 
amazing. During the peak periods when 
the steam plants were operating at full 
capacity, more than 30,000,000 cubic feet 
of gas per day was used for fuel at the 
two large plants. For the first ten months 
of 1924, the total amount of gas used by 
the San Joaquin steam plants in ten months 
would be sufficient to supply Fresno city’s 
needs for thirteen years. No allowance is 
made for the difference in heating value of 
the gas. On the basis that natural gas has 
the highest heating value, the estimate is 
made that the amount used by San Joaquin 
Power steam plants for one year would 
supply Fresno for nearly twenty years. 

The acute situation was somewhat 
relieved by additional power turned into 
the San Joaquin Company’s lines last spring 
when a contract was signed with the 
Turlock Irrigation District for the pur- 
chase of the surplus output from the plant 
at Don Pedro Dam. This contract was 
made March 12. Approximately fifteen 
miles of 70 KV line was built to connect 
the district’s substation with the San 
Joaquin Power substation at Livingston. 
Oil switches were installed at both ends 
of the new line. High voltage equipment 
was put in at Livingston. The first power 
was delivered April 10 or less than one 
month after the contract was signed. Con- 
struction crews used all speed possible in 
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building the line, and complete co-operation 
was given by the irrigation district officials 
and operating men. This co-operaton was 
greatly appreciated by the San Joaquin 
Company. The output of four small 
industrial plants was also purchased to add 
a little more power to relieve the shortage. 


SUMMIT LAKE IS TAPPED 


During August, а crew, under the 
direction of F. R. McGeorge, constructed 
a small dam at Summit Lake above Balch 
Park, and built a connecting ditch to drain 
water into Tule River. This construction 
gave some aid to the hydroelectric plant on 
Tule River. Every available source of 
water was converted into kilowatt hours. 

When the water shortage was most 
acute, a study of power house records 
disclosed the fact that, although the 
demand on the San Joaquin system during 
the day was very heavy, there was during 
the period from 10:00 p. m. to 5:00 a. m. 
a surplus of power from the steam genera- 
ting plants. A canvass was made of the 
oil fields with a request to superintendents 
at wells where a part of the power load 
was operated only during the day to switch 
this partial load to night. This applied 
to large compressor plants, water plants, 
jack plants, and head wells. Splendid 
co-operation resulted, and the oil field 
demand was cut down during the day and 
increased at night. The day peaks were 
flattened out to a large extent. The same 
appeal was made by the Commercial 
Department to the large ice plants, and 
other factories. The response was very 
Many agricultural power 
consumers also co-operated by switching 
some of their power demands to the night 
hours. 

From May 12 to October 12 there was 
no rainfall. The first fall rains did not 
relieve the pressure on the steam plants, 
but finally on November 8 and 9, heavy 
rains in the Sierras removed all cause for 
uneasiness. 

New business is again being solicited 
with confidence there will be no further 
shortage of water this winter. 

The steam plants must be given full 
credit for their wonderful performance in 
bridging the gap in a year that will prob- 
ably go down in history as one of the 
driest seasons ever experienced on the 
Pacific Coast. 


"әл1аъ 2U) dawo илт ү] 
дұрш Of јподр 42% әу рир доррупхи1 
ләљо asi әң Buipjoy фшојэ битоъоцт 
шоцоләјо Duray јо пәғор)ә р 

“yous шр] 

о 64 22014 ші pjay Buraq әлісъ an ayi 

«AS ay,, ays fo ғирәш hq soqvjnsut 
mau ayy of pèn st әш L Сұ 

"әио гъги о ло] рәбируә st sojvjnsut 

и9)044 ә ‘Juv шар-ғғолә әр 011 

paguo зї фа» yous „1101-61, 20 


ЕТЕР ЫҒОР 


fo ғирәш 64 sojojnsur ay} шол] браһ» 
112% рәү її 41-10) ays ay "2 
(427 
4opynsur 244 of бпр aur) ayt роу 
PUS AWD, әү IYW AMS ди, 
әу; fo ғирэш Aq 4ojpjnsur и2)044 әү 
шол] рәоошәл зї asim әп әү СІ 


‘LOH SI INIT AHL ATIHM 
ANIT 1Л04-00001 NO AOL 
-FTASNI ХЯЯОЯЯ V ӘМІӘХЕНӘО 


a 


TY OF CALIFORNIA 


Cutting Out Complaints 


New “Hot-Wire” Tools Developed by San Joaquin Power Employees 
Solve Perplexing Problem. 


Ву Н. Н. Minor, Distribution Engineer, San Joaquin Power. 


POWER company sells service. To 

be successful that service should be 

continuous or as nearly so as it is 
humanly possible to make it. Duplicate 
equipment, tie lines, automatic protective 
devices and many other items have been 
installed at a heavy cost to insure an 
uninterrupted flow of energy to the con- 
sumer. This is insurance to prevent 
interruption of more than momentary 
duration on any considerable part of a 
modern system. 


In the face of all these precautionary 
devices breakdowns will occur on lines 
from time to time from various causes 
which are impossible to completely guard 
against. This includes such accidents as 
broken insulators, failure of dead ends, 
lines broken by storms, etc. А minor 
failure may “kick out” a circuit feeding 
many plants and it cannot be placed in 
service until the fault is located and 
repaired or the trouble is isolated from the 
line by switching, thus allowing the 
balance of the feeder to be energized. All 
this takes time and in some cases on 
suburban lines the interruption is of 
several hours’ duration. As the lines of 
a power company becomes more heavily 
loaded these interruptions become more 
and more serious because they affect a 
greater number of plants. 


SOURCES OF COMPLAINT 


Such troubles аге по respecters of 
persons nor do they choose a convenient 
time of occurrence. The farmer may be 
irrigating a field a half mile from his 
pump. ‘The water stops and he is “high 
and dry” and must walk to his plant and 
start up, if the power is on again, or tele- 
phone the power company to ask when it 
will be on. The power company not only 
loses the income from that plant during the 
interruption but in some cases may lose the 
good will of that consumer though the 
fault is not any that could have been 
avoided. 
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Many weaknesses in a line are foreseen 
and corrected before they result seriously. 
Where the voltage of the distribution 
lines is comparatively low, repair work can 
be done by the use of rubber gloves and 
pads as insulation for the workmen. On 
lines of 11,000 volts or more this method 
is not possible and it has been necessary to 
“kill” these lines to work on them. In 
many cases where repairs are foreseen, the 
work is done in the early morning hours 
when the interruption will be felt as little 
as possible. However, there are sure to be 
some consumers who need the power just 
at that time. 


A DIFFICULT PROBLEM 


Where a power company is growing, the 
problem of frequent cutting into existing 
lines becomes serious. While there are 
many appliances for working on high 
voltage lines which are being used with 
more or less success hot-wire tools have 
not been generally adopted, especially for 
work on 11,000-volt lines. In many cases 
shut down of lines is necessary to tap in 
a new consumer on the 11,000-volt lines. 

The San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation with its great mileage of 
11,000-volt lines and its growing load has 
been confronted with the problem of dis- 
tribution line maintenance and connecting 
new consumers. Not only were interrup- 
tions from trouble becoming serious but 
additional cost of repairs due to the neces- 
sity of doing the work at night was a big 
item. Also a certain old type of dead-end 
insulator were beginning to fail in whole- 
sale lots and the company was confronted 
with the necessity of changing many thou- 
sand of these units. The natural solution 
seemed to be to devise a method of chang- 
ing these strain insulators without killing 
the lines. 


NEW HOT-WIRE TOOLS DEVELOPED 


Chester O. Coon, line maintenance fore- 
man, with assistance from H. H. Minor, 
distribution engineer, tackled the problem 
and developed the “San Joaquin hot-wire 
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tools.” While originally designed for 
changing insulators they have been so 
added to and perfected that almost any 
piece of maintenance work can .be done 
while the line is hot. The tools have been 
in use in the Fresno District for more than 
a year without an accident of any kind 
and their use has resulted in a substatntial 
saving to the company in cost of repairs as 
well as the much larger item of the pre- 
vention of interruptions. 


The tools are simple and light and were 
manufactured in the company shops. They 
consist of a “tie stick,” “clamp stick,” 
“alligator stick” and “pigtail stick” for 
handling the hot wires, insulators or ties. 
A cross arm clamp is used to support the 
“pigtail stick” while it holds a line away 
from an insulator to be changed. A “cross 
arm sling” and a “‘come-along applicator” 
makes it possible to attach a special “соте- 
along” and set of blocks to a hot wire to 
pull slack. All the tools are equipped with 
selected hickory handles which have been 
thoroughly dried, oil ‘treated and shel- 


CHESTER H. COON AND H. H. MINOR. 
In the background are the hot-wire tools they developed. 
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lacked. They are tested to 20,000 volts 
per six inches of length. In practice it is 
not necessary for the operator to get closer 
than three feet to the hot line, so the 
handles provide an ample safety factor. 


PERFECT SERVICE IS AIM 


“Hot wire maintenance” is not a new 
departure. It is almost universally 
practised on 2300- and 4000-volt lines. 
Some few companies do more or less hot 
wire work on higher voltage lines with 
various types of tools. There is a growing 
interest in such equipment and as distribu- 
tion voltages are increased and suburban 
loads become greater, the necessity for such 
tools will increase. The San Joaquin hot 
wire tools were developed because of the 
desire of the company and its employees 
to make the service they sell as nearly per- 
fect as possible. Their development is 
merely one result of the thought that is 
continually in the mind of the power com- 
pany man: “Make the service we sell as 
nearly perfect as possible.” 

Records made during the 
first six weeks the tools 
were used in the Madera 
District show that 688 con- 
sumers were saved the an- 
noyance of shutdowns that 
would have varied in dura- 
tion from a few minutes to 
an hour. It was also esti- 
mated that 620 miles in 
automobile mileage and 345 
man hours in time were 
saved during the period of 
record. Fifty-seven new con- 
sumers were connected to 
suburban lines without in- 
terruption to other consum- 
ers on the line. 

During two months’ use 
of the tools in the Dinuba 
District 3,875 interruptions 
of transformer banks were 
avoided, and in 266 various 
operations performed more 
than 2,000 man hours were 
saved. 


The tools are being intro- 
duced into all San Joaquin 
Power districts as rapidly 
as they can be made and 
men trained in their use. 
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ALL DISTRICTS NOW HAVE 
MUTUAL BENEFIT BRANCH 


The Mutual Benefit Association of the 
San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 
now operates in all districts of the com- 
pany, the last district becoming ‘affiliated 
with the Association during October. 

The Association had on November 1, 
1924, a membership of 929, which is more 
than ninety per cent of all the permanent 
employees of the company. 

During the eighteen months the organi- 
zation has been in existence, 200 claims, 
amounting to $2,826.73, have been paid. 
The treasury now has ample surplus. At 
the May meeting of the Association 
directors, it was decided to increase the 
benefits to thirty-five per cent of the cost 
of medical treatment, an increase of ten 
per cent, this increase to apply only to 
members who have been in the Association 
six months or longer. Less than six 
months’ membership entitles the claimant 
to twenty-five per cent of medical expenses. 

The success of the Mutual Benefit 
Association is due to the constant efforts 
of E. J. Crawford, chairman of the board, 
who has visited every district and sold the 


9 


idea to prospective members. Assisting 
Mr. Crawford were Lloyd Henley and 
Mrs. Nyra G. Letchworth, who compose 
the executive board of the Association. 

The benefits paid by the Mutual Bene- 
fit Association have not in any way affected 
the standing of employees in their partici- 
pation of the medical attention given by 
the company. Membership in the Mutual 
Benefit Association is entirely voluntary 
on the part of employees. ‘The dues are 
scaled from twenty-five cents to $1.25 per 
month, according to the salary. 

It is represented in each district by the 
following District Chairmen: 

Bakersfield, John A. Ware; Selma, W. 
H. Case; Dinuba, Chet Adams; Madera, 
L. Mulkey; Los Banos, E. A. Trant; San 
Joaquin, P. G. Slingsby; Merced, G. H. 
Bransford; Taft, W. A. Brooks; Cor- 
coran, Henry Jobe; Santa Maria, F. H. 
Howell; San Luis Obispo, D. C. Miller; 
Coalinga, T. K. Holmes. 

In the Fresno District, there are 
assistants in each department who have 
membership and claim blanks and who 
receive applications for membership and 
for compensation and forward them to the 
general chairman. 


DIRECTORS OF THE MUTUAL BENEFIT ASSOCIATION IN SESSION. 
Left to right.—E. J. Crawford, Chairman; Nyra G. Letchworth, Lloyd Henley. 
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GENERAL MANAGER WISHON 
ATTENDS NEW YORK MEETING 


General Manager A. Emory Wishon 
left early in December for New York to 
attend a meeting of the National Electric 
Light Association’s Committee on Cus- 
tomer Ownership, of which he is chair- 
man. ‘Taking the public into partnership 
in the utility business is the trend of the 
times, and the San Joaquin Company has 
been one of the leaders in placing its stock 
with consumers іп: recent years. It was іп 
recognition of this organization’s work in 
this direction that Mr. Wishon was placed 
at the head of the Customer Ownership 
Committee. 

One of the important actions of the 
customer ownership committee was the 
adoption of a resolution introduced by 
Mr. A. Emory Wishon, endorsing the 
work of the National Vigilance Committee 
and the Better Business Bureau. This 
resolution has received the hearty endorse- 
ment of the Public Relations Committee 
and the Executive Committee of the 
National Electric Light Association. 

The resolution follows: 


“The Customer Ownership Committee 
of the National Electric Light Associa- 
tion is familiar with the work of the 
National Vigilance Committee and the 
Better Business Bureau organized under 
its auspices, and realizes that this work 
is exceedingly valuable toward the 
protection of the public against fraudu- 
lent, semi-fraudulent and hazardous 
propositions offered for investment. The 
member companies of the National 
Electric Light Association to а large 
extent encourage the investment by their 
customers іп their securities, and іп 
carrying out the policy of Customer 
Ownership deem it an obligation to exact 
their best efforts toward preventing 
unsound investment by their customers 
and other investors. This obligation to 
protect the public exists with reference 
to public utility securities, as well as all 
other classes of investments or allied 
investments. 

“The committee therefore recommends 
to the Public Relations Committee of the 
National Electric Light Association that 
our Association formally endorse the 
National Vigilance Committee and the 
Better Business Bureau Movements; 
that member companies support these 
organizations, both locally and nation- 
ally, and co-operate with them in their 
activities in whatsoever manner seems 
most appropriate. It is recommended 
also that the Association advise all mem- 
ber companies of this recommendation 
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and urge their participation if they are 

not already doing so.” 

Recent report shows that of $750,- 
000,000 invested in public utility securities 
in 1923, $250,000,000 was invested by 
customers as the direct result of customer 
ownership campaigns. These public utility 
securities are recognized by all financial 
authorities as being among the best pos- 
sible investments. They invariably have 
the endorsement of all bankers, and are 
approved -by the Better Business Bureau. 

Even with the opportunity for such 
investments open at all times, the public 
still listens to the promoter of fraudulent 
stocks, and get-rich-quick schemes, and is 
mulcted out of tremendous sums each year. 
A recent estimate is that in the City of 
San Francisco alone more than %15,000.- 
000 was taken from the public for worth- 
less investments last year. 

It is not only for the promotion of 
investments in utility stocks, but for the 
protection of the public from fraud that 
the N. E. L. A. Customer Ownership 
Committee is working hand in hand with 
the Better Business Bureau. 

President Wigginton E. Creed and 
General Manager Frank A. Leach, Jr., 
of the Pacific Gas and Eleetric Company, 
and President John B. Miller and General 
Manager R. H. Ballard of the Southern 
California Edison Company, were among 
the prominent California power men 
attending the meeting. 


ELECTRICAL HOMES ARE 
INCREASING RAPIDLY 


There are many electrical homes on the 
San Joaquin Power and Midland Coun- 
ties Systems. A recent survey shows 1457 
heating, cooking and lighting consumers on 
the San Joaquin Power System and 300 
on the Midland Counties System. All of 
these consumers have not complete elec- 
trical homes. The installation of an 
electric range, hot water heater and lights 
is a step in the direction toward making a 
home electrical. Other conveniences in- 
variably follow. 

The number of new homes that are 
being wired for a complete installation of 
electrical conveniences is increasing rapidly. 
Builders are giving closer attention to 
adequate wiring in new homes being 
built for sale. 


NovEMBER, 1924 
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Party of American Association of Engineers at one of the upper camps on the Kings River Project. 


ENGINEERS SPEND DAY 
ON KINGS RIVER PROJECT 


A party of twenty-five members of the 
American Association of Engineers, con- 
ducted by H. K. Fox, Superintendent of 
Construction, recently made an inspection 
trip of the Kings River Project. 

The following letter of thanks to 
General Manager A. Emory Wishon 
would indicate that the engineers had a 
pleasant and profitable trip. 

Mr. A. Emory WIsHon: 

Twenty-five of our members, as your 
guests, were conducted by Mr. H. K. Fox 
over your Kings River Project on Sunday, 
November 16, and at our meeting on 
November 19, I was instructed to thank 
you and Mr. Fox and 
under his direction. 

Mr. Fox stopped several times and 
explained the layout of the project in an 
interesting way. The roads were wonder- 
ful, the scenery was very much enjoyed, 
and not least, perhaps, the beautiful 
dinner served on arrival at Balch Camp. 

For all of this, the long day’s enjoyment, 


as well as instruction, we thank you, | 


Mr. Fox, and his assistants. 

With best wishes for a continued pros- 
perity and further development of “бап 
Joaquin,” we are, 

Very truly yours, 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ENGINEERS, 
J. М. Buswett, Sec.-Treas. 
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М. E. L. 4. COMMITTEES 
MEET AT SAN RAFAEL 


San Joaquin Power and the San Joaquin 
Valley were well represented at the annual 
Western meeting of the Commercial 
National Section Committees of the 
National Electric Light Association held 
November 18, 19 and 20 at San Rafael, 
California. 


This session of committees from the 
National Commercial Section was attended 
by sixty representatives of power companies 
from all parts of the United States and 
Canada. The purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss problems and policies to be 
presented in papers before the National 
Convention at San Francisco next June. 


A. M. Frost, chairman of the Commer- 
cial Section of the Pacific Coast Electrical 
Association, in charge of arrangements to 
entertain the visiting members, had placed 
in the San Rafael Hotel an exhibit of San 
Joaquin Power colored photographs and a 
large birds-eye view of the system that 
attracted wide attention from eastern 
delegates. 


Other members of the San Joaquin 
Power organization attending the meeting 
were Gaskell Jacobs, Lloyd Henley, H. N. 
Carroll, A. B. Carpenter, L. J. Moore, 
J. S. Moulton, F. V. Boller, and Н. H. 
Courtright of the Valley Electrical Supply 
Company. 
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PAY DAY FOR THE STOCKHOLDERS. 


1. The Financial Division presents a busy scene for several days prior to Dividend Day. 
2. Assistant Secretary-Treasurer H. V. Johnson signing five checks at one operation. 
3. Each stockholder’s name is filed in the addressograph department where checks are addressed by ап 


electrically driven machine. 
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Pay Day for the Stockholders 


Labor Saving Machines Speed Up Work of Mailing Dividend Checks to 
9,000 Prior Preferred Stockholders. 


ONDAY, December 15, was pay 
day for nearly 9,000 stockholders 
of the San Joaquin Light and 

Power Corporation. This is опе of four 
dividend days each year. The others are 
March 15, June 15, and September 15. 
A large majority of these stockholders live 
in the San Joaquin Valley and other 
sections of California. Тһе postoffice 
department was the Santa Claus who 
delivered eleven days, ahead of time 9,000 
Christmas gifts in the form of 9,000 
checks. This was the regular quarterly 
dividend No. 17 of $1.75 per share on 
prior preferred stock. | 

“Тһе payment was far enough ahead of 
Christmas to bring not only a joyous smile 
to 9,000 stockholders and increase the 
number of gifts from Old Santa, but it 
fattened the budget for holiday buying. 
The checks were signed at the rate of 
1,500 an hour by one man, using a signo- 
graph, which operates five fountain pens 
on five checks at the same movement of 
the wrist handling the guide pen. Six 
hours were required to sign all the checks. 
Dividend addressing machines were oper- 
ated for several days. These machines, in 
the hands of skilled operators, filled in the 
checks and addressed the envelopes for 
mailing. At full speed, one machine can 
turn out an average of 1,500 per hour. 
This stuffing of the checks into envelopes 
and mailing is usually completed two days 
prior to dividend day. 

In one year, H. V. Johnson, assistant 
secretary-treasurer of the company, has 
signed nearly 75,000 checks with his signo- 
graph machine. This includes four divi- 
dend checks to stockholders and payroll 
checks to employees. There are 1,300 
employees in the system at the present 
time. 

With each dividend check received by 
a stockholder December 15 was the fol- 
lowing holiday greeting from A. G. 
Wishon, vice-president and managing 
director: 

“With this dividend check we wish you 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 


“The good will and confidence you have 
demonstrated by becoming а stockholder 
and partner in this company have helped 
to make possible a service that is contribu- 
ting to the success of the community. And 
1,300 San Joaquin Power employees are 
happy in the thought that the Christmas 
of the many thousands whom we serve is 
being made more joyful through our 
service for light, heat, comforts and con- 
veniences. 

“This is just a grip of the hand and a 
hearty word to express our appreciation of 
your response to our efforts to serve.” 


COMPANY CHIEFS ATTEND 
CONSERVATION MEETING 


Managing Director A. G. Wishon, 
General Manager A. Emory Wishon and 
Al С. Јоу were among the Fresnans 
attending the Conservation Conference 
held at the Fairmont Hotel, San Fran- 
cisco, on November 19, under the auspices 
of the California Development Associa- 
tion. The meeting was regarded as one 
of the most constructive of the kind ever 
held in the West, the discussion touching 
a wide range of topics, including irriga- 
tion, timber, transportation, oil, live stock, 
electric power, etc. 

One of the most interesting talks was 
delivered by Dr. Robert Sibley, who in 
discussing the future of hydro-electric 
power in California dealt with the high 
lights of the recent world power confer- 
ence in London. 

In the evening of the same day a great 
banquet, attended by more than a thousand 
persons, was served at the Palace Hotel, 
and this was followed by elaborate cere- 
monies at the Ferry Building, marking the 
unveiling of a great relief map of Cali- 
fornia. This map, 600 feet long and 18 
feet deep, cost more than $100,000 and 
was nearly a year and a half in building. 
It is a remarkable piece of work and no 
visitor to бап Francisco should miss 
seeing it. 

General Manager A. Emory Wishon is 
a director of the California Development 
Association. 
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R. В. F. CHISHOLM WINS $25 
“STRAIGHT SHOOTER” PRIZE 


By successfully explaining that if 
wages for workmen in America were fixed 
at $100 per day the working тап ог 
woman would be worse off than they are 
at the present time, R. B. F. Chisholm of 
the General Office became better off by 
$25. He won a prize offered in a contest 
by the “Straight Shooter.” 

The letter follows: 

I am going to give you my opinion of 
the question that you raised in a recent 
issue of the Straight Shooter. 

I consider that if wages in America 
were fixed at not less than $100.00 a day 
the working man or woman would be 
worse off than they are at present. 

As an example I will give my own 
experience,—twelve years ago I worked as 
a clerk for a railroad and received $100.00 
per month. At that time I could pur- 
chase a good suit of clothes for $20.00. At 
the present time this same job pays about 
$200.00 per. month, but the same suit of 
clothes would cost me $40.00 or $45.00. 

Twelve years ago a laborer was paid 
$2.00 a day and he could purchase a good 
pair of shoes for about $4.00, but just as 
soon as the laborer received the present 
wage of $4.00 this same pair of shoes costs 
him $8.00. Consequently, if the working 
man received $100.00 a day this same pair 
of shoes would cost him around $200.00. 
So with a little figuring it will be seen 
that the cost of living is entirely governed 
by the wages paid. 

My reason for saying the working man 
would be worse off with this high wage is 
the fact that American industries could 
not possibly compete with foreign indus- 
tries and the result would be that our 
factories would have to close down and 
the working man would be out of a job. 

You will remember before the War this 
country was loaded up with goods made in 
Germany or Japan. The reason for this 
was that the cost of German or Japanese 
labor was so much lower than American 
labor that we could not produce the same 
goods as cheaply as foreign industries. 
The only thing that is saving American 
industries at the present time is the high 
tariff on foreign goods. 

(Signed) R. B. F. CHISHOLM. 
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DISTRICT PRIZES AWARDED 
IN HOME LIGHTING CONTEST 


The nation-wide Home Lighting Con- 
test, conducted by the National Electric 
Light Association to stimulate interest 
among children of school age in better 
home lighting, closed November 15. The 
essays have been judged and district and 
state prizes awarded. 

In San Joaquin Power territory, 457 
essays were submitted from contestants in 
four districts. Five essays were selected 
from each district and prizes awarded as 
follows: First, $75; second, $50; third, 
$25; fourth, $10, and fifth, $5. In Dis- 
trict No. 13, composed of Merced, Mari- 
posa and Madera Counties, prizes were 
awarded to the following: Carolyn Stein- 
hour, Madera, $75; Clarence McCollum, 
Chowchilla, $50; Eulalie Steinhour, 
Madera, $25; Ione Leonard, Madera, 
$10; Dorothy Woods, Chowchilla, $5. 
In District No. 14, composed of Fresno 
County and Tulare County north of and 
including Dinuba, prizes were won by 
Edna Ohman, Fresno, $75; Eleanora Gill, 
Fresno, $50; Irene Hawn, Burrell, $25; 
Evelyn Terry, Dinuba, $10, and Marako 
Yonesawa, Dinuba, $5. 

District No. 15, composed of San Luis 
Obispo County and Santa Barbara County. 
north of and including Santa Ynez, had 
the following prize winners: Vivian V. 
Nash, Santa Maria, $75; Patricia Holmes, 
Atascadero, $50; Alden Hubert, San Luis 
Obispo, $25; Philip Matzinger, Santa 
Maria, $10, and Margie May Drake, San 
Luis Obispo, $5. Prizes were won in 
District No. 16, composed of Kern and 
Kings Counties, by Roger Bresnahan 
Condon, Corcoran, $75; Lloyd Phelps, 
Bakersfield, $50; Harriet Lorine Ander- 
son, Taft, $25; Floyl Adeline Cook, Taft, 
$10, and Ruth Menger, Lemoore, $5. 

District prize checks were distributed to 


the winners during the week of Decem- 
ber 14. 


Winners of state and district prizes will 
compete for the national grand prize list 
consisting of a $15,000 electrical home and 
ten college scholarships. An honorary list 
of ten to twenty-five from each district will 
also be added to the national list of con- 
testants. State prize winners have not yet 
been announced. 
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General view of exhibits at Caruthers Fair. 


CARUTHERS DISTRICT 
FAIR DRAWS BIG CROWDS 


The Caruthers District Fair, held 
October 16, 17 and 18, was a complete 
success both financially and from an edu- 
cational standpoint. 

More than 5,000 visitors passed through 
the gates to view the exhibits which were 
very attractive and covered a wide range 
of subjects. 

In the horticultural and agricultural 
class there were 250 entries, in the home 
economics sections 141 exhibits, while the 
poultry show had 159 birds. There were 
fifteen commercial exhibits from various 
business houses in the Caruthers and River- 
dale districts, and nine schools іп this 
territory also showed creditable exhibitions 
of domestic science, vocational training 
and class work. ‘Twenty head of fine 
horses were shown but no cattle were 
placed on exhibition at the suggestion of 
the State Veternarian. 

А booth that attracted considerable 
attention showed cotton grown оп the 
W. O. Freeman place. The officers of the 
Caruthers Fair are S. L. Potterton, presi- 
dent; J. A. Bowen, secretary and T. K. 
Dale, Jr., treasurer. 


HAROLD FOX ATTENDS 
WATER CONFERENCE 


Harold К. Fox, construction superin- 
intendent of the San Joaquin Light and 
Power Corporation, attended the second 
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Problems 
Conference at Sacramento, December 12. 
He reports a well-attended meeting and a 
tremendous interest, demonstrating the 
awakening of California to the importance 
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The cotton booth attracted considerable attention. 


of irrigation and water conservation as 
factors in her future development. 

The day’s discussions, led by former 
Congressman Chas. A. Barlow of Bakers- 
field, president of the California State 
Irrigation Association, brought out these 
main recommendations: 

1. Extension of state powers to control 
conservation and prevent waste of water. 

2. Prevention of municipalities from 
appropriating water from streams tribu- 
tary to Sacramento and San Joaquin 
Valleys, if water is obtainable elsewhere. 

3. Enactment of laws at coming legis- 
lative session to aid in water conservation. 

4. All water investigations and work 
of this conference to be paid for by state 
funds and not by private subscription. 

5. Encouragement and preference to 
be given power projects contemplating 
storage, thereby bringing up the low flow 
of streams. 

One of the most interesting papers of 
the session was read by W. P. Boone of 
Dinuba, who has had forty-one years of 
experience with irrigation along Kings 
River. Mr. Boone told of the splendid 
results achieved in recent years through 
the regulation of Kings River water distri- 
bution by a water master. He also stressed 
the folly of litigation over water rights, 
referring as a case in point to the Lindsay- 
Strathmore suit, which has been in 
progress for years, has been heard by. six 
different judges, and is still unsettled. 


Several hundred boxes of delicious 
apples were distributed among San Joa- 
quin Power employees during December. 
The apples were from the Doyle ranch 
near Tule River. 


Below—Midway Steam Plant 
at Buttonwillow, on Taft-Mc- 
Kittrick Highway, 26 miles 
west of Bakersfield. 
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The Bakersfield Steam Plant 
has an installed capacity of 35,400 
horsepower. 


Below.—The Generator Room 
at the Bakersfield Steam Plant has 
three units. 
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Right—Two huge steam tur- 
bo-generators at Midway 
Steam Plant have an installed 
capacity of 33,000 horsepower. 
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NOTICE ТО STOCKHOLDERS—It is the desire of 
San Joaquin Power that stockholders should receive this 


magazine without charge. It is assumed that one copy 
of the magazine will be sufficient for each family. If 
more than one copy is coming to you or your family, 
will you kindly notify us so that we may cancel from 
our lists extra copies not needed. 


АП address communications, 
Magazine, Fresno, Calif. 


Ат, С. Joy - - - Editor and Manager 
бүрмкү W. Green - Associate Editor 


San Joaquin Power 


Subscription - - - - $1.00 Per Year 
Single Copies - - - - - - 10 Cents 
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NEW OWNERSHIP 


The purchase of control of the San 
Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 
and its subsidiaries by the Western Power 
Corporation of New York was announced 
on December 2 in the following telegram 
from Vice-President A. C. Balch to Man- 
aging Director A. G. Wishon: 


New York, December 2, 1924. 
A. G. Wishon, 
Fresno, Calif. 

The Western Power Corporation of 
New York has today entered into an 
agreement to acquire control of the San 
Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 
through the purchase of common and 
preferred stock. None of the prior pre- 
Terred stock, which is widely distributed, 
will be affected in any way. The Mid- 
land Counties Public Service Corpora- 
tion and the Fresno City Water Com- 
pany are included in the transaction. 
Special meeting of stockholders will be 
held soon. The companies involved will 
continue under the present policies and 
methods of operation. 

А. С. BALCH. 


Of further interest in connection with 


the transaction is the following excerpt 
from a letter by Mr. H. P. Wilson of 


New York, president of the purchasing 
corporation: 
Western Power Corporation, organ- 


ized under the laws of New York, owns 
all of the outstanding Common Stock 
($27,500,000) of the Great Western 
Power Company of California, and sub- 
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ject to the action of its stockholders to 
increase its capital, is acquiring control 
of the San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation and its affiliated companies. 
The operating subsidiaries of Western 
Power Corporation will serve a popula- 
tion of about 1,700,000 in 24 counties of 
California, this territory having an area 
of 49,858 square miles. In this field 
115,468 consumers are supplied directly 
and 11,000 indirectly with electric light 
and power service. 


The electric properties include hydro- 
electric generating stations with an 
installed capacity of 298,500 horsepower 
and steam generating stations with an 
installed capacity of 122,000 horsepower, 
or a total installed capacity of 420,500 
horsepower. It is estimated that the 
combined hydro-electric properties are 
susceptible of development to a total of 
about 1,250,000 horsepower. From these 
plants power is sent over 1,798 miles of 
high tension transmission lines to the 
distributing systems which carry current 
directly to the consumer through 108 
substations and 5,945 miles of distribu- 
ting lines. 

To the San Joaquin organization the 
important news is in the final sentence of 
Mr. Balch’s message. No change either 
in personnel or policies is contemplated. 
Through the new affiliation we shall be 
connected with a bigger, more powerful 
company. Individually all we can do is 
to continue to give the best that is in us, 
and to serve the management with the 
same loyalty and energy and interest that 
have made us not only one of the most 
efficient but one of the happiest of power 
company families. 


OUR STEAM PLANTS 


The rains have come, reservoirs are 
filling up, rivers are running sizable flows, 
and the hydro plants are once again turn- 
ing out kilowatt hours to meet all demand. 
The long drought is broken, but it will 
not soon be forgotten. Our company came 
through one of the most trying periods of 
its operating history with flying colors. It 
served its customers adequately, continu- 
ously; it was not compelled to resort to 
enforced curtailment. 


Steam plants saved the day, and this 
issue of San Joaquin Power Magazine 
tells the story of the steam plants, and of 
the part they played in solving our prob- 
lems. The keenest ingenuity of the 
operating and engineering departments had 
to be exercised over a period of many 
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months. We bought power from every 
possible outside source and did not count 
the cost. But the steam plants, manned 
by efficient, loyal crews that were on the 
job constantly to guard against the hazards 
of breakdown, were the backbone of the 
system throughout the whole short-water 
period. 

Managerial far-sightedness should be 
given the real credit. We might build 
storage reservoirs in every canyon of the 
mountains, but we cannot put water in 
them. When the storm gods fail us we 
have empty reservoirs, and empty reservoirs 
obviously mean no water power. Years 
ago the management foresaw the possibility 
of such a season as we have just exper- 
ienced. For protection against it and to 
guarantee that there would be no interrup- 
tion of service, the great steam plants at 
Bakersfield and Buttonwillow were built. 

We were told that we were overinstalled 
in steam capacity; we were not allowed to 
put the total cost of our steam installation 
in the rate base. But the management 
stuck to its point, and its position has been 
justified. Few wiser investments have 
been made by San Joaquin Power than 
its investments in its steam plants. 


A Message 
to those who are helping make 
this business a success. 


Our Customers 


gain their impressions of this 
company through contact with 
its representatives. A constant 
endeavor to increase confidence 
and respect will, in the end, make 
the name of this company syn- 
onymous with Good Service, 
Square Dealing, and Courteous 
Treatment. 


A. EMORY WISHON 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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BY-PRODUCTS 


They are scattered throughout the coun- 
try, in every city and town, creatures who 
were once stalwart men, hoping the same 
hopes and dreaming the same dreams that 
come to all men, but now maimed or 
blinded; helpless and despairing wrecks of 
humanity. 

The glory, the tributes, the applause 
that greet the crippled soldier on his return 
are not for them. No bands blare their 
praises on Memorial Day; no visiting 
committees bring the little gifts of flowers, 
candy and cigarettes which help to make 
a hopeless existence endurable. 

They can only live on from day to day, 
with their lost hopes and dreams, sub- 
sisting on the charity of friends and 
relatives, or the compensation pay which is, 
at best, but a pitiful recompense for what 
they have lost. And when the shattered 
lives came to an end, no flags deck their 
resting place; no grateful country sheds a 
tear. Too often, a pauper’s grave lies at 
the end of their road. 

For these men received their wounds, 
not on the field of battle, but among the 
hazards of their daily work. Their 
injuries are not the price of Victory, but 
the toll of thoughtlessness and indifference. 
They are the Legion of the Accidentally 
Injured.—The National Safety Council. 


CORCORAN TO GET STATION 
FOR RECORDING WEATHER 


Weather conditions are an important 
element in power production. While the 
U. S. Weather Bureau is of great assist- 
ance in gathering weather data, it has 
been found necessary to supplement the 
work of the Government by additional 
information on the weather, obtained from 
various local stations placed throughout 
the San Joaquin Power System. An addi- 
tion to the chain of weather recording 
stations on the San Joaquin Power Sys- 
tem has been ordered to be installed at 
Corcoran, and is expected to be in opera- 
tion about January 1, 1925. This station 
will consist of a rain gauge, a wet and dry 
bulb thermometer and a maximum and 
minimum recording thermometer. The 
readings are to be taken once a day and 
forwarded to the Operating Division at 
Fresno, where they are filed for future 
reference. 


Around 


the Loop 


Bits of News and Gossip From District Managers’ Reports and District 
Reporters’ Notes. 


GENERAL OFFICE 


About thirty girls of the San Joaquin Power 
organization attended a chicken dinner given 
by the Methodist Church for the business girls 
of the city on November 25. Over 700 were 
served at this gathering. Employees of the 
larger organizations of the city entertained 
with stunts and singing, the San Joaquin Power 
stunt, which was arranged by Clyda Weems 
and Nyra Letchworth, making quite a hit. Our 
girls, wearing headbands indentifying them as 
“The Kilo-watts,” sang this song, composed 
by Nyra: 


Let The Lower Lights Be Burning 


Brightly beams our Father’s mercy 
From His lighthouse ever more, 
But to us He gives the keeping 
Of the lights along the shore. 


Chorus 


Let the lower lights be burning 
Send a gleam across the wave 
Some poor fainting struggling seaman 
You may rescue, you may save. 


In our Power House in the mountains 
Flows a current swift and strong— 
That illumines our whole City 

Through the dark nights all so long. 


Chorus 


We must keep the bright lights burning 
Lest a traveler comes our way 

Who is tired and faint and weary 
With the burdens of the day. 


The wedding of ‘Alice Williams and Anthony 
P. Dean on December 5 came as a surprise to 
their many friends, as December 10 was the 
date originally set. However, the couple 
slipped away to Oakland a few days sooner 
and were married at the home of the bride's 
brother. After a honeymoon іп Southern 
California, Mr. and Mrs. Dean will make their 
home at Balch Camp. Mrs. Dean worked for 
San Joaquin Power for about five and one-half 
years and is one of the most popular girls in 
the organization. At the time of her resigna- 
tion, she was secretary of H. K. Fox, super- 
intendent of construction. Dean is the com- 
pany hydrographer and is stationed at Balch 
Camp. 

Phillip Edwards, son of Walton J. Edwards 
of the Research Division, was seriously ill for 
about, a month with scarlet fever and pneu- 
monia. We are glad to report that he is now 
well on the road to recovery. 

Howard Reed of Lee Duncan's department 
resigned from the company to go to Honolulu, 
where he will operate a photostat machine for 
the Photostat Company of бап Francisco. 
Howard left for San Francisco on December 
9, sailing for the islands about a week later. 
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Sidney Phillips, office boy in the publicity 
department, was transferred to the engineering 
department to fill the position formerly held 
by Reed. Milton Gross, a newcomer іп the 
company, takes Sidney’s place in the publicity 
department. 

It is hereby officially announced through the 
proper columns that Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Couse are the proud parents of an 8!4-pound 
baby girl, born November 28. Carolyn Nell 
Couse is the young lady's name. і 

Bessie Foote Olender, who has been tele- 
phone supervisor for over four years, left the 
company December 8 to supervise housekeeping 
operations at the Olender household on Wilson 
Avenue. Bessie, who took care of most inter- 
company calls, was well known and had many 
friends over the entire system. Jeannette 
Bowers was promoted to supervisor upon 
Bessie’s resignation. Della Crossman is the 
new operator on the board. 

Louis Bromm became homesick all of a 
sudden and left December 6 for his home in 
Evansville, Indiana. Ме notice that he 
arranged his plans to include a ,home-cooked 
Christmas dinner. Louis came to California 
shortly after graduating from Purdue Univer- 
sity. He went to work for the company at 
the Gas department in Bakersfield in January, 
1922, and in March, 1923, he was transferred 
to the Stock Sales department іп Fresno. 
“Louie” has many friends іп the company here 
and in Bakersfield who would be glad to see 
him come back to California again. 

We regret to announce the death of Mrs. 
Clara A. Estes, mother of W. H. McKenzie of 
E. R. Banks’ department. Mrs. Estes died 
December 9 at a local sanitarium following a 
lengthy illness. 


FRESNO DISTRICT OFFICE 
С. L. Van Buren, Reporter. 


Chet. Eaton has been appointed fieldman 
and salesman. During the recent doldrums 
this position was vacant. With the resumption 
of business activities he was taken from the 
consumers’ counter to handle the large volume 
of work this job requires. 

Jim Bonnar has accepted a position on the 
counter, filling the vacancy created by Eaton's 
transfer. Many of the old timers will remem- 
ber Jim when he was on the payroll some 
years ago. He left for the war, during which 
time he cut a couple of notches in the handle 
of his revolver, then wandered around a bit 
and is back again. Tempus certainly does 
fugit. 

Gladys Moffatt has been transferred from 
Р. В. Wilson's office to that of Н. К. Fox. 
This transfer made necessary a general mov- 
ing up of our stenographic and secretarial 
forces and the installation of Clara Duncan. 
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Miss Duncan occupies the position formerly 
held by Elizabeth Leavitt. 

Edna Babbs has been granted а three 
months’ leave of absence from her place in 
the Consumers’ Department. She will visit 
her mother in the State of Washington, and 
also expects to benefit her health by the change. 

Vera McNutt resigned December 6. Her 
husband has accepted a position in Los Angeles 
and they will make their home in that city. 

Frances Pratt spent Thanksgiving іп Los 
Angeles. She reports a fine time. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Jacobs went to San 
Francisco and Oakland to spend Thanksgiving. 
They report a fine time. 

Harry Champion went duck hunting over 
the holidays and spent a lot of effort trying 
to find a puddle that some fool duck could 
swim in, or a cockleburr bush that one would 
build a nest in. He didn’t even sight а duck's 
hoofprint or pick up a luke-warm spoor. The 
only thing he reports is a fine time. 

Most of the rest of us stayed at home and 
let Thanksgiving come to us and didn’t spend 
even our time. We just let it go by. We 
report a fine time. 

Marie Turner was ill for a few days and 
was kept away from the office that she might 
devote her entire efforts towards recuperation. 

Bessie Williams was also absent for a like 
period during the illness of her husband. 
Neither of the above ladies report a fine time. 

Mrs. A. H. Bingham is a new employee on 
the Consumers’ ledger for the Fresno City 
Water Company. 

Jule Gleason is another ditto on the Power 
Company ledger. 

On the occasion of Ruth Pascoe’s leaving the 
Company, she was presented by her fellow 
employees with a beautiful blue vahze on a 
teakwood stand. Without the aforesaid stand 
it would simply be a vase. 

Rita Hyatt of the Stencil Room left the Com- 
pany on November 29 and was married 
December 14. She took unto herself, for bitter 
or worse, Ted Coughlan of Sacramento. At 


a recent party Miss Hyatt was given a beau- 
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tiful shower of miscellaneous miscellany con- 
sisting of numerous articles and various other 
things. The guests enjoyed music, games, and 
refreshments, especially the latter. 


Walter Couse is a brand 
new papa. However, as he 
is of the General Office and 
not Fresno District, we 
won't report that Miss Couse 
arrived November 28. 

Lets see now! Trans- 
fers—new employees—sick- 
ness — resignations — wed- 
dings — babies. That’s 
about all. 


CONSTRUCTION-SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
Ina ВЕУЕКІ.ЕҮ OsBorNE, Reporter. 


Thanksgiving has come and gone and not 
one of the toilers in the Service Department 
suffered from indigestion to such an extent that 
Һе could not be “Johnny-on-the-Spot” Friday 
morning. 

Oh! yes, we understand and smile in sym- 
pathy at the ways and means Cupid’s victims 
use to carry on the confidential phone conversa- 
tions unbeknown to the rest of us unromantic 
mortals. Of course, we are supposed to be 
blind but we can’t help but notice when the 
unattached men slip out of the office to do this 
aforementioned phoning from the Lineman's 
Roost. 

Earl Shields, new district foreman of Cor- 
coran and formerly in the employ of the com- 
pany at Chowchilla, spent three days in our 
District Foreman’s office preparing for his new 
duties at Corcoran. 

The Service Department wishes you all a 
gay, glad Christmas and a bright and happy 
New Year. 


GARAGE 


J. M. Wainscott made a trip to Merced on a 
tour of inspection during November and found 
transportation conditions there to be in good 
shape. 


GARAGE FOREMAN R. F. BROCK DEMONSTRATES THE PROPER PLACE FOR THE JACK IN RAISING 


RIGHT position for jack. 
place to raise wheel safely. 


The axle is the proper 


WRONG position for jack. 
the jack is liable to slip. 


Placed under the spring 
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The garage crew express their appreciation 
for the apples presented by Mr. A. G. Wishon 
recently. Several were reported to be looking 
up recipes for old-fashioned cider, but the 
apples disappeared so quickly that they had 
no chance to try them out. 

D. D. Smalley was a recent Santa Maria 
visitor. 

Harry Minor is the very proud possessor of 
a new 1925 Maxwell. A fund may be started 
to buy flowers for the first person that smashes 
a fender on the new machine. 

Ben Allen has been placed in charge of the 
garage stock room. 

Fred Carroll of Corcoran and Thomas Han- 
cock of Los Banos were November visitors at 
the garage. 

R. C. Kempton, the smiling car dispatcher, 
is proving himself to be a violinist of no mean 
ability. Reports of a recent hotel party would 
indicate that he bids fair to go down in history 
as a rival to Mischa Elman. 

Elmer Haig, aviator, 
mechanician and jolly 
good fellow, put one 
over on his fellow 
workmen at the garage 
that gave the boys 
considerable entertain- 
ment. Without апу 
preliminary indications 
or announcements, El- 
mer took unto himself 
a wife in the person 
of Agnes L. Ricketts. 
This momentous event 
occured on November 
22. Not until Novem- 
berber 29 was it dis- 
covered that Elmer had “gone and done it.” 
To sooth the ruffled feelings of the bunch, a 
box of cigars was circulated, and everybody 
smiled as they smoked. 


Elmer Haig 


FRESNO CITY WATER CORP. 


Marie Wo re, Reporter. 


The Fresno City Water Corporation has 
just completed the laying of a 12-inch fire main 
in Tuolumne Street extending from Fulton- 
Broadway alley to Van Ness-L alley. The 
work of laying a 10-inch fire main in Fulton- 
Van Ness alley from Tuolumne to Calaveras 
is under way at the present time. Contracts 
for both jobs were awarded to E. W. Redman. 

The service department shows а decided 
increase іп new services installed during 
November, which is an indication that the city 
of Fresno is making steady growth. 


It is with great pleasure we announce the 
election of Superintendent C. B. Jackson as 
vice-president of the California Section of the 
American Water Works Association at their 
convention held in Sacramento the latter part 
of October. We, the Fresno City Water Cor- 
poration family, feel that they could not have 
made a better choice. 


5. E. (“Si”) Dillon is back at his desk after 
а week’s vacation spent roaming over the 
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country, although he claims he wasn’t out of 
Fresno. 

C. H. Weekes and family anticipate a 
pleasant visit with his sister and her family in 
Oakland during the Christmas holidays. 

E. K. Barnum, vice-president of educational 
activities in the San Joaquin Power Club, is 
getting into action and plans a series of lec- 
tures on interesting subjects. The first of the 
series was an illustrated talk on Guatemala, 
Central America, given December 9 by Pro- 
fessor T. T. Waterman of the State College. 

C. B. Jackson was chairman of the day at 
the meeting of the San Joaquin Power Men’s 
Luncheon Club held December 1. “Scotty” 
Mortland of the Republican entertained mem- 
bers with a number of anecdotes of his exper- 
iences in Fresno and spoke of associations with 
Mr. Jackson while making speeches during the 
Liberty Bond Campaign. A Patigonian Auction 
was held in which E. K. Barnum was the 
auctioneer. A jug of Fresno City water, care- 
fully wrapped and labeled “Хох-аре” was 
sold and furnished the fun. The auction 
swelled the club fund some eight or nine dol- 
lars. Jim Gleason succeeded in nosing out 
J. M. Buswell by a ten cent ante and was 
declared the successful bidder. 


CRANE VALLEY 


Geo. J. GLEASON, Reporter. 


It seems that Kerckhoff Lake is becoming 
very popular as a bathing pool for Ford cars. 
On the night of November 8, a coupe with 
three people in it went off the bank just a few 
yards from Power House No. 1. It turned over 
three times, finally stopping upside down on 
the very edge of the lake. Although the car 
was badly damaged, its occupants were only 
slightly injured and were taken on to South- 
fork by Wm. Beem. Two days later a stripped 
Ford driven by “Chief” Chepo, а Northfork 
Indian, rounded one of the sharp curves on 
the banks of the lake at a high rate of speed. 
It made the curve all right but failed to 
straighten out again and dove off a ten-foot 
embankment into about six feet of water. 
“Chief” and his companion, also an Indian, 
swam out of the chilly water uninjured. 

On the evening of November 20 a surprise 
party was given Mr. and Mrs. Friendly Pet- 
teys, the occasion being their wooden anniver- 
sary. They received many wooden presents 
including two arm-loads of stove wood. 
Several games of cards and refreshments were 
enjoyed by everyone. 

Rebuilding of the bridge across the San 
Joaquin River at Power House No. 1 was 
started on November 17. Although closing the 
road shuts off the main traveled route to 
Fresno, we are glad to see the work being 
done, as the old bridge was in a dangerous 
condition and badly in need of repair. 

On November 17 Geo. Gleason made a trip 
to Kern Canyon Power House to visit Roy 
Leavitt, one of the operators there. On the 
way back, he spent one night at the Higdon 
home near Farmersville. 

Mrs. Minnie Lindell of Wasco spent a week 
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here visiting her daughter, Mrs. Eugene Mar- 
tin. 

Fred Scott and “gang” were absent for the 
greater part of this month. They left here 
on November 7 to finish up the Yosemite sub- 
station which connects the Yosemite plants 
with the the San Joaquin Power system. After 
finishing there they returned to Power House 
No. 1 on November 24. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Peckinpah of Fresno 
spent Thanksgiving with Miss Jane Visher. 

Miss June O’Hara, teacher of the Resideal 
school, spent her Thanksgiving vacation 
attending Teachers’ Institute in Fresno and 
visiting friends in San Francisco. 

On the evening of November 29 a dance 
was given by the Crane Valley District Power 
Club. Kerckhoff and the entire Crane Valley 
District were invited. Music was furnished 
by C. M. Peckinpah, J. E. Lane, Eugene Martin 
and Oscar Stout. Sandwiches, cake, and 
coffee were served at midnight and a “hopping” 
good time was enjoyed by everyone. 

Mrs. A. Higdon and daughter, Aldyne, Mrs. 
Ed Balem, and Mrs. R. Balem motored up from 
Farmersville and were the guests of Miss Jane 
Visher for a recent week-end. 

“Sunny Jim” Kiely spent Thanksgiving in 
his old home town of Caruthers. “Sunny” says 
that he missed Thanksgiving dinner to see a 
football game, but knowing him as we do, it 
is hard to believe that part of his story. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Smith of Fresno are 
spending a few days with R. T. Stancoff and 
family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Anderson spent Thanks- 
giving with Mrs. Anderson’s mother in Dinuba. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Arancibia spent a two 
weeks’ vacation visiting relatives in Clovis 
and Fresno. 

Mrs. Geo. Lewis of Sparks, Nevada, spent 
several days this month visiting her daughter, 
Mrs. Hugh Smith of Power House No. 2. Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith and son Billy accompanied 
Mrs. Lewis as far as San Francisco upon her 
return home. 


BAKERSFIELD 


ALBERTA Love Leach, Reporter. 
AMONG OURSELVES 


Guess who's back? Lou Johnston! Every- 
body is tickled to death that he is all well 
again, because he’s been pretty sick and away 
from us a long time. He looks just fine and 
if some of us hadn’t been to the hospital to see 
him while he was sick, we might think now 
that he had been playing hookey or accusing 
him of being a fibber, for he certainly doesn’t 
look sick now. 

C. W. Hughett, V. R. Frazee, Frank A. 
Easton, F. H. Pearson and G. W. Dumble were 
visitors in this district during the past month. 

Violet Chidgey, Helen Bumgardiner and 
De Nize Lohman were vacationists this month, 
De Nize being fortunate enough to witness the 
Standford-California football game at Berke- 
ley. 

Who said there’s no Santa Claus? Everett 
Austin says there is one as he has already 
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received a Christmas present. Nobody even 
suspected that Everett had any serious inten- 
tions until October 20, when we heard he had 
been quietly married. We all liked the cigars 
and candy, Everett, and wish you much happi- 
ness. 

After a long illness, Nena Hoagland has 
resigned her position with this company. She 
has been with us for a number of years and 
we all regret that she is leaving. Нег posi- 
tion is being filled by Madeline App. Lilas 
Wallen is Miss App’s successor. 

J. A. Ware, chief clerk, was in Los Angeles 
early in December оп business. 

А. К. Theile made a short business trip to 
Fresno during the month. 

W. F. Tyler spent a day in Merced in con- 
nection with some new work at the gas plant. 

Ed Carlson of the Engineering Department 
at Fresno spent a week in this district bring- 
ing the maps of our gas system up-to-date. 

Clarence Monteith, champion hunter of the 
Bakersfield District, bagged the limit of ducks 
November 30. 


STEAM PLANT 


On November 21 the women of Buttonwillow 
served a chicken dinner to 160 members of 
the Bakersfield District. Mrs. H. H. Spears 
was in charge of the kitchen assisted by Mrs. 
R. O. Yates, Mrs. J. W. Greenwell, Mrs. A. C. 
Sawyer and Mrs. G. E. Overman. 

Mrs. G. C. Hess was in charge of the dining 
room and had as her helpers Mrs. H. R. Gil- 
strap, Mrs. W. H. Laurie, Mrs. W. Browne, 
Mrs. H. R. Beckwith, Mrs. Wm. Heinbach, 
Miss Spears, Miss Hazel Yates and Mrs. G. 
P. Thompson. 

The dinner started at six o’clock and the 
last meal was served at 9:30, and they fed us 
all the chicken, mashed potatoes, noodles, hot 
biscuits and gravy, salad, olives, celery, bread 
and butter, apple pie and cheese, and coffee, 
that we could do justice to. The K. V. A. 
orchestra played until after midnight contribu- 
ting greatly to the success of the affair. 

All supplies for the dinner were donated 
and the proceeds went for the new piano 
recently purchased by the K. V. A. Club. 

The women of Buttonwillow are to be highly 
commended for their efforts in making the 
dinner such a success, also our president, A. Y. 
Meudell, who certainly does things up brown 
when he starts. Not forgetting to give our 
orchestra a big cheer for the good music. 

Jack Dailok and Robert Anderson spent 
their vacations this month, but they failed to 
state where they spent ’em. 

Lester Daniels of Kern Canyon has taken 
the place of D. T. Hoenshell, who has resigned 
to accept a position with an oil company in 
the south. 

Harry McNamee has been transferred from 
Kern Canyon to the Bakersfield Steam Plant. 


KERN CANYON 


George Gleason of Power House No. 1 
recently spent a day with Roy Leavitt. 

The boys certainly did justice to a Thanks- 
giving dinner prepared by Mrs. Sarah Porter, 
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who is familiar with everything that goes with 
the art of cooking. 

Bob Finel is the last of the Mah Jongg 
players to leave the camp. Maybe somebody 
can buy a good set cheap 

Mr. and Mrs. W. О. McDougall enter- 
tained friends at a Thanksgiving dinner. We 
understand that McDougall spent the remainder 
of the day in bed. 

P. J. Finel, who has served nearly three 
years at the plant, has resigned to take on the 
double harness. We all wish him the best of 
luck and happiness. 

Kern Canyon is glad to hear that Lou John- 
ston has recovered from his recent illness and 
will be glad to see his smiling countenance 
again. 

WITH THE B & K FOLKS 

A. M. De Vore, bus operator on the Niles 
Street Line, spent the last week of November 
in Southern California, most of the time in 
San Diego. 

A. N. Comer, car operator, Was absent from 
work on account of sickness for a few days 
during the latter part of the month. 

G. W. Johnson, barn foreman, had the mis- 
fortune to injure his knee recently, and though 
not off duty, he has had to make several trips 
to the doctor. 

V. N. Mickelberry attended the С. E. R. A., 
Superintendent’s Committee Meeting in Fresno, 
November 7 and 8, and reports a very inter- 
esting and instructive session. 


DINUBA 


BLANCHE WEDDLE, Reporter. 


Cigars and candy were plentiful іп the 
Dinuba office, November 15, when Mr. Stork 
visited Walter Leedy’s home and left an eight 
and a half-pound boy. His name is Wallace 
Curtis Leedy. 

J. F. Gailbraith, who was absent for two 
months due to illness, returned to his work as 
collector December 1. Тһе entire Dinuba 
organization is glad to see Mr. Galbraith back 
on the job again. 

The Dinuba office was surprised November 
25 when Stanley Petcavage of the meter 
department paid us a short visit. We were 
glad to have Stanley with us and hope that he 
will call again soon. 

During the month of November, Hazen G. 
Redfern, Howard Finch, Delphia Henriksen, 
Della Hicks and Blanche Weddle were con- 
fined to their homes from one to two days on 
account of colds, tonsilitis, etc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hazen G. Redfern spent 
Thanksgiving at Lodi. While there Mr. Red- 
fern visited the local Poultry Show. 

F. H. Pearson, Emil Newman, E. R. Banks, 
F. V. Boller, S. B. Patterson, and Stanley Pet- 
cavage were Fresno visitors at this office dur- 
ing November. 

The poultry show, held in Dinuba, Novem- 
ber 5, 6, 7, and 8, was one of the most suc- 
cessful ever held in the valley. Hazen С. 
Redfern, district manager, exhibited some 
fancy chickens and pigeons that won 37 
prizes consisting of nine firsts, ten seconds, 
five thirds, two fourths, one fifth, and ten 
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specials. At the Lodi Poultry show Mr. Red- 
fern won four firsts, two second, and a special 
for the best chanticleer in the show. 


CORCORAN 
ELEANOR HEMINGSEN, Reporter. 

Earl Shields has joined the Corcoran Dis- 
trict force, taking the position of district 
foreman, recently vacated by Zeno Bishop. 
Mr. Bishop is now handling other work in the 
district. 

Eleanor Hemingsen has been added to the 
office force as stenographer, coming from 
Selma to this city. 

Mabel Puls has just returned from a vaca- 
tion in Los Angeles after showing that metrop- 
olis some of the latest Corcoran styles. 

Larry Jones at Lemoore is still under the 

doctor’s care. He recently made a trip with 
Dr. Mordoff to San Francisco for further treat- 
ment. However, Larry is a long way from 
all in yet and is getting better looking every 
day. 
William Dillinger was confined to his home 
a couple of days this month suffering from a 
bad cold. However, he is back to normal 
again and occupying his customary desk. 

We were favored with a visit from A. M. 
Frost, Е. К. Banks, Buford Babbs and several 
other distinguished visitors from Fresno dur- 
ing the month. 


SAN JOAQUIN 
VELMA Price, Reporter. 

Among those from the Fresno general office 
who called on us during the month were M. P. 
Lohse, Jack Carter, Е. R. Banks and family, 
H. Brandin and W. P. Anderson. 

On Wednesday 
evening, November 
19, the Power Club 
gave а delightful 
waffle feed at the 


local company of- 
fice. We аге not 
worrying about how 
and where Р. С. 


Slingsby learned to 

- make waffles, we 
are only glad that he does know how, for we 
are planning to repeat the affair in the near 
future. 

The Club was very glad to have J. M. 
Buswell with us at this party. Mr. Buswell 
talked on Accident Prevention, relating some 
very interesting and educational stories оп 
“Safety First.” We plan to have more talks 
such as this one at our future club meetings. 

Arthur Anderson started back on his regular 
job as salesman on December 1, after working 
as collector since June. Gilbert Holmes, who 
has been working on the line crew, is now back 
at his old job of collecting. 

Elsie Olson was absent from work for four 
days during November on account of illness. 

Did Fred Holland go up to the Big Game 


alone? ‘Tis said that he did not. However, 
Fred is putting out no information on the 
subject. 


NoveMBER, 1924 


The San Joaquin Golf Team played a team 
from the Selma and Dinuba Districts at Kings- 
burg on November 30, the score being 7 to 6 
in favor of our opponents. Considering that 
they had two districts to choose players from, 
we are not at all discouraged but really feel 
proud of the close score. 

Speculation is rife as to the identity of the 
person from whom Marshall Johnson, store- 
keeper, receives an average of two letters per 
day. The only clue we have it that the hand- 
writing is feminine. 


SELMA 


Case 4: HENDERSON, Reporters. 


On Saturday evening, November 8, the 
Youngs, Cases and Fosters dined at the Fos- 
‘ters’ home on С Street. It is reported that 
following the repast someone mentioned golf 
and no further entertainment was necessary. 

Two “guys” decided that they owned the 
earth last month and no one disputed the title. 
W. C. Jones and Joe Stephenson each became 
the possessor of a daughter. 

An intra-district golf tournament was held 
on the Kingsburg Golf Links, November 30, 
with Stahl, Turner, Anderson, Holland and 
Scott representing San Joaquin while Young, 
Case, Foster, Hammond and Adams represented 
Selma and Dinuba. The result, 7 to 6, 
encourages the latter line-up to offer their 
services in trimming any San Joaquin Power 
line-up on the same course at any favorable 
time chosen by the victims. 

Claude Gordon, who has served as service 
man for some little time, left us last month to 
accept a position as bookkeeper for the local 
Dodge agency. Claude was associated with 
that agency before coming to this company. 


MERCED 
MABEL SUMNER, Reporter. 


R. Casad, Scott Hughes, V. E. Foran, and 
Roy Thomas attended Las Palmas Lodge, F. & 
A. M., in Fresno on the evening of December 
4, and witnessed the conferring of the Master 
Degree on V. R. Frazee of the Fresno office. 

Luella Hayes, after a two months’ stay with 
friends at Brawley, is back with us again. 
Miss Hayes spent her leave of absence enjoy- 
ing a restful stretch of ranch life. She 
explored cornfields and haystacks, and even 
picked dates from the tree. When she said 
she ran a tractor, we all stared open-mouthed, 
but then Tillie is a very capable girl. Then, 
too, there were trips through the surrounding 
country—and an intensely interesting country 
it is, with many weird tales woven into its 
history. Miss Hayes and her friends saw the 
auto races at Alamorio and two football games 
at El Centro, near the Mexican border. 

E. R. Banks, assistant superintendent of the 
Northern Division, A. M. Frost, manager of 
the New Business department, and O. M. Simp- 
son of the Supplies Division were visitors in 
this district during the latter part of November 
and the first week in December. 

O. I. Burdick and E. J. Mathisen of the 
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Meter Department were testing meters at 
Incline and Yosemite during the latter part of 
November. 

A Los Angeles concern has purchased a 
number of lots in the Ragsdale addition and 
is going to erect several houses immediately. 
Wm. Blake, foreman of the Gas Department, 
is laying the gas mains in this new addition. 

Tom Harness of the Gas Department had 
the misfortune to injure his hand while crank- 
ing his Ford. Soon after he was ill with the 
flu. It seems Tom has his in bunches. 

Matt 'Hothersoll, gas meter repair man, 
returned a few weeks ago from a splendid trip 
down the coast. Accompanied by his son, 
James, he visited Los Angeles, Long Beach and 
other points of interest. 

Melville Wood was one of the enthusiastic 
spectators of the Big Football Game at Berke- 
ley November 21. 

The following changes have been made in 
the Construction Department recently: Wm. 
Staring has been transferred from his position 
as stock ledger clerk to that of foreman of one 
of the line crews. Joe Harness, previously 
clerk in District Foreman Bransford’s office, 
has taken over the stock ledgers. C. J. Baker 
and Graham Hayes, who have been working 
for the past six weeks under W. H. Gilstrap 
of Fresno on the line from Le Grand to 
Exchequer, are back in Merced. Baker has 


filled the vacancy in the District Foreman’s 
office due to the transfer of Harness. 

V. E. Foran, formerly a line foreman, is now 
trouble shooter. 

Morgan Herron, who was on our sales force 
when we were taking on new business the 


TRANSFORMER PASSING UNDER ARCH ROCK, 
YOSEMITE. 

One of three 500 K. W. transformers to be used in 

supplying additional power to Yosemite National Park. 
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first of the year, was transferred temporarily 
to the stores department. Now that business 
opportunities are opening up, Morgan is resum- 
ing his duties in the sales department. Well, 
Morgan has entered into the spirit of the game 
and we predict that he will turn in lots of 
new business during the coming year. 


MADERA 


Grace Рниллрѕ, Reporter. 


The members of the Kilowatt Club held a 
very enjoyable party at the Women’s Improve- 
ment Club house on the evening of November 
14, the guests of honor being E. D. Shields and 
Earl McCrory. Mr. Shields is leaving the 
Madera district to go to Corcoran as district 
foreman, while Mr. McCrory has been trans- 
ferred to Chowchilla to take the position 
formerly held by Mr. Shields. The evening 
was spent in dancing after which refreshments 
of hot tamales, sandwiches, pumpkin pie, and 
coffee were served. 

There have been several new employees 
added to the list this month. They are Dolly 
Dike in the Chowchilla office, F. E. Rodman in 
the main office, and Maurice Powell, D. J. 
Houston, A. Ludwig, and R. B. Taylor on the 
construction gang. We are glad to have them 
all with us. 

The baseball enthusiasts of the Kilowatt 
Club have organized a team under the man- 
agement of B. H. Catching. So far they have 
played three games with the Associated Oil 
Company and have won them all with flying 
colors. Mr. Catching says that this team is 
merely to keep in trim to be able to show some 
real playing when-the San Joaquin League is 
organized. 

Those from Madera who attended the dance 
given by the Fresno Power Club on November 
20 were Messrs. and Mesdames J. E. Barrett, 
F. J. Hosler, J. A. Mulkey, G. V. Footman, 
J. W. Jones, Misses Isabel De Chaine and 
Edna Lewis, Messrs. Gerald Thede, James 
King, Ralph Shupe, and Robert De Chaine. 


TAFT 
А. L. ANDERSON, Reporter. 


We regret to report that our consumers’ 
clerk, N. V. Walker, has left the employ of 
this company. Не is now located in Bakers- 
field, engaged іп a seemingly dead business 
as compared with the electrical industry. 
Newell is learning to be a mortician. We 
all wish him every success in his new under- 
taking. 

Mrs. Louise M. Cornish has entered the San 
Joaquin family as stenographer, taking the 
place of Kathryn Kean.who has gone to San 
Francisco. 

Frank Howard has returned from а two 
weeks’ vacation spent in Los Angeles. The 
trip was made in his brand new Ford coupe. 

H. M. Nesbit, electrical superintendent of 
the Southern Division, was a recent visitor. 
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The following from the Fresno office were 
November visitors: C. W. Hughett, Lee Dun- 
can and H. Brandon. 

It is reported that Billy Ames, one of our 
truck drivers, will soon become а benedict. 
Billy is leaving the company on December 20 
and will reside at Stockton. Certainly sorry 
to see Billy leave us and we all join in wishing 
him much success and happiness. 


The Midway District can boast of having 
a few good sportsmen. Headed by Eddy 


Ingersoll (Esau, the mighty hunter), a gun 
club of fourteen S. J. L. & P.-employees and 
electricians in Taft has been organized. 


The club is known as “Three Phase Gun Club” 
and is located at Buttonwillow, about two and 
a half miles northeast of Buttonwillow Steam 
Plant. They have one hundred апа sixty 
acres and keep the land pretty well flooded at 
all times. San Joaquin service plays its part 
there, furnishing power for a 10-horsepower 
pumping motor. A few weeks ago a party of 
five reported a bag of 110 ducks. Visitors are 
welcome to bring their artillery when visiting 
the Taft office. Shooting on Sunday only. 

J. C. McGourty has been employed as con- 
sumers’ clerk, taking the place vacated by 
N. V. Walker. Welcome to the San Joaquin 
Family, Mack! 

W. A. Brooks, chief clerk, created quite a 
commotion one morning at the office. As he 
had not shown up for work, we became uneasy 
about him and a search of the town and city 
jail did not solve the mystery. We were 
greatly relieved when he came in about eleven 
а. m., after having slept in the open all night. 


The picture shows the cause of our chief 
clerk’s troubles, the termination of an auto- 
mobile trip out to the Big Five Oil Company's 
well in the hills beyond Fellows. Аз usual, the 
night was dark, the gang got lost, slid into a 
deep ravine, and there they were! This was 
not a joy ride, so they say. Four days later 
they were successful in getting the car 


Why Chief Clerk Brooks spent all night on a desert 


road in the oil ficlds near Fellows. 
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SAN LUIS OBISPO & PASO ROBLES 
L. М. Кіснетті, Reporter. 


Maymie Hanrahan helped us in the office 
for two weeks during November. It seemed 
like old times having her with us once more. 

Edna Bray, cashier, spent the last week of 
her vacation in San Jose. 

The San Luis Obispo District force joined 
in the Armistice parade here, By some mis- 
take we did not get first prize, though we 
really do think we deserved it. The picture 
certainly proves that we did. 


During November all members of the local 
Power Club joined the Mutual Benefit Society. 
Every club on the system is now represented 
in the Mutual Benefit Society. 


Beatrice Olden, consumers’ clerk at Paso 
Robles, was quite ill for several days. Her 
work was handled by Edith Perry, who went 
up to Paso Robles to relieve her. 


Bert Ford, A. D. Church and George 
Wheat of Santa Maria were here during the 
month and met with A. V. Cline of San Luis 
Obispo and F. E. Bretherton of Paso Robles as 
a committee to pass judgment on the Better 
Home Lighting essays submitted by children in 
this district. 

The construction crew is hard at work 
building new lines to take care of applications 
that have accumulated during the power short- 
age. The biggest part of the load is for heat- 
ing and cooking. 

Pismo Beach is getting ready for an increas- 
ing number of tourists expected next year. One 
forty-room hotel, опе  sixty-room hotel and 
several other new buildings are being erected. 

During the month W. R. Coats, chief clerk, 
advertised for extra office help, and as a result 
of the printer’s error, this is how the ad 
appeared in the newspaper: 

WANTED—Experienced girl for general housework. 
Apply Electric Light office. 

The infant son of Mr. and Mrs. John Holmes 
passed away November 7, after a very short 
illness. The bereaved parents have our most 
heartfelt sympathy for the baby endeared him- 
self to all of us during the short time he was 
with them. 


The San Luis Obispo Parade entry that failed to win 
a prize. 
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CORCORAN DISTRICT 


FreD С. CARROLL, District Manager. 


The following applications for lighting апа 
power in the Corcoran District were connected 
during the month of November: Banca Popo- 


lare Fugazi, three 50-horsepower motors; 
Katie Haugh, 7!4-horsepower motor; Dallas 


Н. Gray, 7%4-horsepower motor; L. F. Rhodes, 
15-horsepower motor; Craighill & Turner, 
5-horsepower motor; L. Ravisconia, 7-kilowatt 
range; Forrest Riley, 7-kilowatt range; Val- 
ley Cafe, 3-kilowatt hot plate; and L. Roy 
Williams, 7-kilowatt range. 

In addition to the above we connected four 
residential and one commercial lighting con- 
sumers during the month of November. 

There will be approximately two hundred 
acres of lettuce planted in the Corcoran section 
and about sixty acres planted in the Lemoore 
section for the April market. 

The two cotton gins at Corcoran ginned six 
thousand bales of cotton to December 4 and 
expect to continue to operate at capacity for 
another three weeks. Indications are that the 
cotton acreage in 1925 will be fifty per cent 
more than during 1924. There will be about 
twenty-five hundred acres of cotton planted in 
the Stratford section which will be sufficient 
to justify the installing of a gin in Stratford 
to take care of the 1925 crop. This will make 
a total of about 17,000 acres planted to cotton 
in the Corcoran District. 

The dairy industry is prospering in Corcoran 
and so far we still hold the world’s record for 
the best producing cow as a senior four-year- 
old in the $10,000 Helm Veeman Woodcrest, 
owned by the Helm Farm here. This cow was 
sent to Oakland early in December to compete 
in the Pacific Slope Dairy Show. 


MADERA DISTRICT 


J. E. Barrett, District Manager. 


Since rains have brought relief in the power 
situation, conditions seem to have improved 
somewhat in this district. The outcome of the 
election also seems to reflect favorably on 
business in general. The farmers are quite 
optimistic in their preparations for the coming 
year. 

There has been considerable activity in the 
selling and leasing of land during the past 
month. Cotton planting continues to be a 
popular subject of discussion and it is esti- 
mated that the cotton acreage of the coming 
year will be double that of this year. The 
gin at Madera has been running practically 
every day since picking began and it is esti- 
mated that the company will, by the end of the 
season, gin the full 1000 bales anticipated 
when the gin was built. 

Vegetables, too, are coming in for a good 
deal of attention. One tract in particular in 
the Bliss Ranch west of Chowchilla, has aroused 
considerable interest among advocates of crop 
diversity. This piece of land is planted to 
alfalfa, cotton,-potatoes, and lettuce. One hun- 
dred and twenty acres of lettuce were planted 
in blocks of ten acres a week for twelve con- 
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MADERA DISTRICT SHIPS ONE CAR LOAD OF LETTUCE A DAY. 
This lettuce is the iceburg variety and brings a premium on New York markets. 


secutive weeks, so that the lettuce will be cut 
over a period of three or four months. Approx- 
imately one carload a day is moving out of 
this section directly to New York where it 
retails at $4.00 and $5.00 a crate of thirty-six 
heads. The lettuce is cut and hauled to the 
Califa siding where it is packed, iced, and 
shipped by Steinhart and Kelley, produce 
shippers. 

The forty-acre lettuce patch of Mrs. Della 
Fortune is coming in for considerable favorable 
comment this year as it did last year. Lettuce 
was rotated with sweet potatoes on this patch, 
so that the owner has grown two crops off the 
same piece of land іп one year’s time. 

During the month of November eleven con- 
sumers in the Madera District were served for 
lights; four for heating and cooking, requiring 
16.9 kilowatts; one for industrial power requir- 
ing 1.5 horsepower, and five for agricultural 
power requiring 65 horsepower. Applications 
were received in November for 154% horse- 
power for motors and twenty-four services for 
lights. 


TAFT DISTRICT 
О. А. Kommers, District Manager. 


This is the most prosperous year we have 
had in the Midway District. We will close 
this year with 5,000 horsepower in new busi- 
ness, a record year, indeed. Now that the 
power restrictions have been lifted, prospects 
for the future are bright. Despite the power 
shortage we have been successful in signing up 
4,930 horsepower to December 1. 


The electric motor for all classes of work 
in the oilfields is coming to the front by 
leaps and bounds. The Caribou Oil Mining 
Company, which has never used electric power 
for pumping before, has installed four 15/30 
horsepower pumping motors on Section 38-21- 
23. In this particular territory there are quite 
a number of individual producing companies 
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not using electrical power at the present time. 
The prospects for new business in this section 
are promising. 

Midland Oilfields Company, one оҒ the 
largest users of electric power in the Midway 
District, is installing six additional 15/30- 
horsepower motors on Section 24-31-23, and 
four motors on Section 34-31-24. 

We have completed a new transformer struc- 
ture for the Associated Oil Company in Elk 
Hills on Section 26-30-24. Four additional 
15/30-horsepower motors are to be installed. 

The Pan American Petroleum Company, 
Crampton Division, Elk Hills, has completed 
motor basis. The first six of 28 motors have 
been installed and the balance are to be 
installed immediately. 

The Reward Oil Company, a subsidiary of 
the Associated Oil Company, has requested 
permission to add forty-two 15/30-horsepower 
pumping motors in the Reward District. 

Frank Howard’s gang is busy building two 
and a half miles of line to furnish power to 
the Belridge Oil Company on Section 5 and 
6-11-24. Тһе Belridge Oil Company is рге- 
paring to drill two wildcat wells іп these 
sections and if successful will open up another 
new territory. Three transformer structures 
are to be built. The installation of drilling 
motors will consist of one 75-horsepower and 
one 50-horsepower. This line taps in at the 
Kendon Petroleum Company tap and runs over 
some real hills. Howard’s gang is developing 
one leg shorter than the other from working 
in the hills. 

Denny Dodson’s gang is busy rebuilding the 
alley between Main and Center Streets in Taft, 
to comply with General Order No. 64. Some 
of the poles are being replaced with 50-foot 
poles of the wing-arm construction. 

The Honolulu Consolidated Oil Company, 
which went on our lines a little over two years 
ago, have a connected load of 1,240 horsepower, 
not including the light load. They have 
requested permission to double this load dur- 
ing 1925, 
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During the last sixty days we have added 
116 new lighting consumers. Тһе greater 
portion of this is connected up at Ford City 
where construction of our lines was recently 
completed. | 

There із considerable new building going 
on in Taft and South Taft, as well as in the 
new subdivision of Taft Heights. Fred C. 
Macomber and H. A. Peterson of Taft are 
both building fine residences in Taft Heights. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 


Hazen С. REDFERN, District Manager. 


The Alta District Dog and Poultry Show, 
held in Dinuba, November 5, 6, 7 and 8, was 
a wonderful success from every angle. Over 
700 birds and 175 dogs were on display. This 
show was held under the auspices of the 
Dinuba Chamber of Commerce and conformed 
to the rules of the National Poultry Association. 

The Coast Rock and Gravel Company of 
Piedra have completed the installation of a 
175-horsepower electric shovel for the handling 
of rock at their quarry. This is the first 
installation of its kind in this district and has 
attracted considerable favorable attention. 

The long pending agreement between the 
Foothill and Riverdale Irrigation Districts has 
at last been reached. By this agreement, the 
Foothill District, comprised of some thirty 
thousand acres of the Alta District extending 
from Kings River to Orosi, will be assured an 
adequate supply of water during normal years. 
The Foothill District will install from fifty to 
seventy wells north of Riverdale near Murphy 
Slough and operate such wells until the River- 
dale District has been supplied with fifty thou- 
sand acre feet of water. In return the Foothill 
District will be permitted to take from the 
ditch near Orange Cove fifty thousand acre 
feet of water. This available irrigation supply 
will increase the production of land in this 
section which is regarded as some of the best 
citrus growing area in the State. 

The navel orange crop is now being har- 
vested. The fruit is of exceptional quality this 
season and some shipments have sold in the 
East for more than $6.00 per box, which nets 
the grower about $3.00. ` 

During November we received applications 
for 67/2 horsepower in agricultural power, 
fifteen lighting installations and five kilowatts 
heating load. 


. SELMA DISTRICT 


Howard Н. Үоомс, District Manager. 


In general with the San Joaquin Valley, con- 
ditions іп the Selma district аге steadily 
improving. Business appears to be slowly 
stabilizing itself and gradually getting back 
to a normal basis. 

There has been no building, either commer- 
cial or residential, worthy of mention for the 
past few months. However, houses to rent or 
buy in Selma are hard to find. The Fresno 
Building Corporation erected some twelve 
houses in the north part of town two years 
ago, all of which have been sold or rented. 
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A resumption of building activities is antici- 
pated in the very near future. 

Considerable land is being developed in the 
west side territory of the Selma District. Most 
of the improvements are in alfalfa and dairy- 
ing, which are proving to be the best agricul- 
tural lines at this time. 

During the month of November twenty pros- 
pective consumers were signed for service of 
177% horsepower. Among them was H. J. 
Lohman of Selma for a 10-horsepower motor to 
be located on his ranch near Selma. Mr. 
Lohman is one of our oldest power consumers 
in the Selma district, having used а 7/;-һогзе- | 
power motor on his ranch southwest of town 
for the past twelve years. Other consumers 
near Selma who signed contracts for power 
service were: Mrs. Ellen Armstrong, 5 horse- 
power; W. О. Maggard, 71⁄4 horsepower; 
Swan Johnson, 7% horsepower; К. Е. Cole, 
7% horsepower; К. L. Davis, 742 horsepower; 
Adolph Gustafson, 15 horsepower. 

Ten consumers were served with electric 
cooking and heating service, among them the 
Golden Crust Bakery of Selma, which added 
a 25-kilowatt oven to the present equipment. 
E. М. Louck of Selma installed а 6.7-kilowatt 
welder at his shop on West Front Street. Carl 
Hitzl of Lac Jac was served with 6 kilowatts 
for heating his residence, while W. W. Kirby 
and J. J. Chinn of Fowler were served for 
electric ranges. Twenty-seven lighting соп- 
sumers were connected during the month. | 

Many inquiries about service are being 
received, indicating that we will receive a 
large amount of business during the next few 
months. 


A message to those who are helping 
make this business a success 


Our Reputation 


is. founded not upon 
any single service— 
but upon the sum of 
the services rend- 
ered the public daily 
by each member of 
this organization. 


A. EMORY WISHON 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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"До" еу Do Gt U 


УҮнше THERE'S LIFE 


Farmer—‘‘An’ оу be Lawyer Barnes 


doin’, doctor?” 
Doctor—‘“Poor fellow! 
death’s door.” . 
Farmer—‘“There’s grit for ’ee — at 
death’s door an’ still lyin’!’—London 
Humorist. 


He’s lying at 


No Use 


Mrs. X—‘‘Why have you never sued 
any of your divorced husbands for ali- 
топу?” 

Mrs. Ү—“Ву the time I'm ready to 
leave а man, he’s always bankrupt.” — 
Boston Transcript. 


Doine Іт Кіснт 


“What оп earth are you wearing all 
those coats for?” asked the neighbor. 

“Well,” was the reply, “I’m going to 
paint my barn, and the directions on the 
paint-can say, ‘For best results, put on 
three coats. ”—The Watchword (Day- 
ton, O.). 


Ам Otp ONE Comes то LIFE 
The following slogan was handed in by 
a Madera County grammar school student 
during the recent Home Lighting contest: 
“Don’t kill your wife,—let electricity 


do it. We will help.” 
Tuey Att Do 
Mr. Bacon—‘“‘Did you hear those 
measly roosters crowing this morning 
early.” 


Mrs. Васоп--“Үев, dear.” 

Mr. Bacon—“I wonder what on earth 
they want to do that for?” 

Mrs. Bacon—‘‘Why, don’t you remem- 
ber, dear, you got up one morning early, 
and you crowed about it for a week ?”— 
The Watchword (Dayton, О.). 
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ALMOST 
The secretary of the bar association was 


very busy and very cross one afternoon, 
when his telephone rang. 

“Well, what is it?” he snapped. 

“Is this the City Gas Works?” asked 
a woman’s soft voice. 

“No, madam,” roared the secretary. 
“This is the Bar Association of the City 
of Louisville.” 

“Ah,” came from the lady’s end in the 
sweetest of tones, “I didn’t miss it so far, 
after all, did I?’—Dry Goods Economist. 


THAT's DIFFERENT 
Head of the House (in angry tones)— 
“Who told you to put that paper on the 
wall?” 
Decorator—‘‘Your wife, sir.” 
“Pretty, isn’t it?’—The 
tionalist (Boston). 


Congrega- 


CAUGHT 
Conductor—“‘Is that child five years 
old?” 
Lady—“Oh, no, he’s only just four.” 
Conductor—“Then you must pay his 
fare. Only children under three ride 
gratis.” ——Strix (Stockholm). 


Тне Соор Ор Days 
DOCTORS OPERATE ОМ BOYS’ 
HEAD TO MAKE BETTER 
BOY OF HIM 

—Newspaper Headline. 
That isn’t where our dads operated to 
make better boys of us.—Pitt Panther. 


WHERE ANYTHING GOES 
“So you have given up writing novels.” 
“Yes—the publishers said my imagina- 
tion was too lively—plots lacked prob- 
ability—but I’m doing very well writing 
advertisements.” — The Passing Show 
(London). 


Коуемвев, 1924 


SAN JOAQUIN FIRST-AID 
TEAM 18 CONGRATULATED 


The first-aid team of the San Joaquin 
District entered in competition with 
thirteen crack teams of the State for cups, 
medals and prizes at the second annual 
industrial first-aid contest held in River- 
side, October 7, and came out seventh on 
the list in points made. 

The team, composed of P. G. Slingsby, 
captain, G. A. Reed, L. F. Gibson, H. 
Hollingsworth, J. B. Turner and Fred 
Holland, tied with the team from the 
Standard Oil Company, Reward, Cali- 
fornia, for the special prize offered for the 
best demonstration of artificial respiration. 
San Joaquin lost the tie, the prize going 
to the Standard ОП team which һай 
thirty-five discounts in all problems 
worked, while San Joaquin had thirty- 
nine discounts, losing by four points. 

Not so bad for a team in training less 
than six months, mostly at night when the 
boys were tired after a hard day’s work. 

Byron O. Pickard, District Engineer 
for United States Bureau of Mines, in a 
letter to General Manager A. Emory 
Wishon took occasion to congratulate the 
men on the excellent showing made by the 
team under the captaincy of P. S. Slingsby. 

“It is evident that they worked hard 
and intelligently,’ wrote Mr. Pickard, 
“and if permitted to participate in another 
contest will give an even better account 
of themselves.” 

The contest was held under the auspices 
of the Riverside Chamber of Commerce 
co-operating with various safety organiza- 
tions and the National Safety Council. 
First prize was won by the team from the 
Union Oil Company of Los Angeles; the 
second prize went to the Standard Ой 
Company, Kern River; while the Fresno 
Fire Department received third prize. 

The 1925 contest will be held in 
Fresno. 
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INSULL MEDAL WON 
BY CALIFORNIA MAN 


The National Electric Light Association 
is awarding medals for cases of resuscita- 
tion from electric shock by the Schaffer 
Prone Pressure Method. The medals are 
donated by Samuel Insull, President of 
the N. E. L. A. 

: The purpose of 
the Insull medals is 
to stimulate inter- 
est in the Prone 
Pressure Method of 
Resuscitation in 
cases of electric 
shock, gas poison- 
ing, suffocation or 
drowning. The 
Schaffer method is 
easily learned by anyone. A description 
of the method appeared in this magazine 
for November, 1922. Copies of this 
article may be obtained from Dr. Chas. E. 
Mordoff, San Joaquin Power Building, 
Fresno. The method is also given in full 
in the Journal of Electricity for Decem- 


ber 1, 1924. 


Twenty Insull medal awards have been 
made, thirteen during this year. Six of 
the medals were presented at the Atlantic 
City Convention of the N. E. L. A., while 
others were awarded at different times. 
Among the recent awards is one to 
Charles G. Gaertner, employee of the 
Southern California Edison (Company, 
who, on November 15, 1923, successfully 
resuscitated К. Е. Kincaid, a fellow 
employee. While placing a barrier 
between two circuits, Kincaid missed his 
footing and fell, coming in contact with a 
live disconnect switch carrying 15,000 
volts. Gaertner applied the Prone Pres- 
sure Method, and after ten minutes 
application Kincaid breathed without 
assistance. A physician later treated him 
for burns. 

The medal and a certificate engrossed 
with Gaertner’s name and a citation briefly 
covering the accident and the service 
rendered, will be presented by J. M. Bus- 
well, Inspector of the San Joaquin Light 
and Power Corporation, as representative 
for Mr. Insull. Mr. Buswell is a mem- 
ber of the Accident Prevention Committee 
of the National Electric Light Association. 


The Insull Medal. 
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Section of field of red oat hay showing uniform stand 
as result of winter irrigation. 


MADERA OAT FIELD 
YIELDS HEAVY CROP 


Two and one-half to three tons of red oat 
hay per acre is regarded as a good crop any 
time. But when hay is bringing $20 per ton 
the yield looks even better. This phenomenal 
production of hay was raised by Morton 
Tyrrell, Madera dairyman, on 70 acres of his 
180-acre farm last winter and harvested in 
June. 

The field was irrigated in November and 
100 pounds of seed sown per acre. Another 
irrigation was made in February. The heavy 
seeding produced a very uniform stand of oats 
of fine texture from four to five feet high and 
cut better than 21⁄4 tons per acre. Fifty tons 
were sold early in the summer at $20 per ton. 

Mr. Tyrrell operates his pumping plant to 
irrigate 100 acres of alfalfa, and figured the 
additional cost for irrigating the oat field 
amounted to about 34 cents per acre. He is 
an enthusiastic booster of winter irrigation. 


SAN JOAQUIN POWER 
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This hay taxed the capacity of the mower, yielding 
2% to 3 tons per acre. 


YOU HAVE NOT WASTED 


— Тһе courtesy you have shown a customer. 
—The attention you have shown your mother. 
—The flowers you sent a sick friend. 

--Тһе time you spent in worship. 

—tThe effort invested in training talent. 

—The strength spent in lifting another’s burden. 
--Тһе praise you give a faithful associate. 


—Oklahoma City Times. 


San Joaquin Light & Power Corp. 


A Few Statistics as of December 31, 1923 


1,942 
21,014 


84,945 
10 


66,441 
115,467 


72,066 


187,583 
465,458,706 


631,817,100 


6,023 


166 
18 


2 
16,315,100,000 
1,784,019,200 


67,180 


49,790 
18,184 
2,510 
242,675 


$2,886,003.47 
$657,502.91 


employees in all departments—oper- 
ating and construction. 

bondholders and stockholders. 

sq. miles in which company operates. 

counties in Central California served— 
Mariposa, Merced. Madera, Fresno. 
Kings, Tulare, Kern, Monterey, San 
Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara—with a 
population of 400,000. 

gas, water and electric consumers. 

horsepower developed in 11 hydro-elec- 
tric plants. 

horsepower developed in 3 steam plants. 

horsepower developed in 14 plants. 

kilowatt hours total output of system 
in 12 months ending December 31, 


1923. 
cubic feet of natural and manufactured 
gas sold in 12 months ending 
December 81, 1923, in 8 cities. 
mills of electric transmission and dis- 
tribution lines. 
miles of main used in distribution of gas 
miles of main used in distribution of 


water. 

cities supplied with power for electric 
railways. 

gallons storage capacity for water used 
in generating electricity. 

cubic feet of natural gas and 7,163 
barrels of oil used in generating 
electricity during 12 months ending 
December 81, 1923. 

horsepower ої agricultural motors 
depending on San Joaquin Power, 
irrigating 402,780 acres of land. 

horsepower of industrial motors sup- 
plied by San Joaquin Power. 

horsepower of oil well motors operated 
by San Joaquin Power. 

horsepower of municipal power served 
by San Joaquin Power. 

horsepower total connected load. 

wages paid employees in 1928. 

tares paid in 1928. 
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TERRITORY SERVED BY 
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LIGHT & POWER 
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AND 
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Cheeriest Greetings Of 
The Cheeriest Season 


ТО OUR CONSUMERS, who have been 
patient with our shortcomings, pleasant 
in their dealings with us, and appreciative 
of our efforts to give them dependable 
service— 


TO OUR STOCKHOLDERS, whose invest- 
ments show their faith in us, who have 
made this truly a popularly-owned com- 
pany, and who have made possible our 
great development— 


ТО ОСК EMPLOYEES, who have worked 
loyally, energetically and efficiently, and 
found sincere pleasure іп serving the 
public— 

TO OUR FRIENDS EVERYWHERE, who 
by their kindnesses and their courtesies 


have inspired us to kindness and courtesy, 
and who have made life more delightful— 


We extend our sincere wishes for a very 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 


anda 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 


SAN JOAQUIN LIGHT & POWER 
CORPORATION 


А. С. WISHON, 
Vice-President and Managing Director. 


